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EAST  GRINSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1952 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EAST  GRINSTEAD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

The  report  is  prepared  on  the  same  lines  as  that  fnr  iqki  i 
in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2/53,  dated  22nd  Jan^ar^H^*^ 

c,  Death  ^ate  *s  as  compared  with  13  34  fnr  lQ^i  tu 

ThTsSSdSee£ea?heRa?^s  obSdfyte  a ' Wales' 

a“A/?raI'a”£feallOWan“  ^ ^ a”d 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  23.62,  which  compares  with  97  78  t 
previous  year,  and  with  27  6 for  England  and  Wail  th  27‘78  for  the 

of  infants  under  one  year  in  1951  and  1 hme ™m2.)  “Ur  deaths 

The  Birth  Rate  is  11.23,  compared  with  12.88  in  1951. 
and  ^Standardised  Birth  Rate  is  11.68  compared  with  15.3  for  England 

enteSs^rTZ°mSe‘L0fcCa“ien  ^ ^ °f  tW°  ^ars  diarrhoea, 

molltcZhZTeUr  Scarlet  FeVCT'  T^hoid  *»■  Diphtheria, 
No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  for  the  seventh  successive  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

>f  S.M^Thi^llr^Mta'yfbS  UP  ‘°  leaving  age-  a ‘°“ 

.roportion  of  93.45%,  the  highest  so  far  recordeTS' ^thf  DStaht’^P  ’ /“ 
re  reminded  that  one  course  of  iniections  mav  nnt  hi  Ct'  Parents 

n adequate  degree  of  immunity  for  full  protection  aeainstlh^rT^  t0  ™aintam 
ut  school  life,  and  that  a reinforcing  dose  is  necesfa™  on  1 th/0U,gh~ 

ge  o years,  and  again  at  10  years.^  necessary  on  entering  school  at 

accination. 

The  numbers  o,  re-^maiious  w"  “iT/etis  Tl  T’  °*  f 
> years  and  over,  61  ; making  a total  of  68.  ’ years’  6 ; 

3od  Hygiene. 

fo^oOhfCwat  bTdoT  °nRPage  12  !hr  is  m“«0"9d  the  problem 
the  increase/  eXh leSrse ?wnX  ^'ob^ion  ‘Ws  *»  •* 

cements  anTinto^djohihif/shopT/r/food^hops  this/s  a/menat^toTealth1/ 


but,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  avoidance  of  a known  danger,  through  apathy 
or  ignorance,  lags  far  behind. 

It  is  a simple  matter  to  train  a dog  to  use  the  gutter,  whether  on  a lead 
or  not  ; persons  incapable  of  this  training  should  not  own  dogs. 

Persistent  failure  to  act  as  reasonable  citizens  can  only  be  countered 
where  an  appropriate  Byelaw  has  been  made.  Power  to  make  such  a Byelaw 
rests  with  the  County  Council,  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933.  Applic- 
ation has  been  made  to  East  Sussex  County  Council  to  make  this  Byelaw  on 
seven  occasions  since  1937,  but  has  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  it  could 
not  in  every  case  be  enforced,  the  number  of  Police  constables  being  insufficient 
for  this  purpose. 

It  is  certain  that  the  existence  of  such  a Byelaw  would  prove  a deterrent, 
and  that  prosecution  of  flagrant  cases  would  be  a sufficient  reminder  to  the 
careless. 

This  has  been  proved  by  the  operation  of  the  Byelaw  in  other  districts. 

The  many  regulations  dealing  with  motorists  cannot  in  every  case  be 
enforced  ; yet  perusal  of  newspaper  reports  on  motoring  offences  dealt  with 
by  local  courts  shows  that  the  police  are  ever  vigilant,  bringing  before  the 
Magistrates  cases  even  of  a technical  nature  which  could  not  in  any  way  affect 
the  toll  of  road  accidents  or  contribute  to  the  public  welfare. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  initiative  and  zeal  for  the 
common  good,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  application  to  the  County 
Council  will  receive  understanding  consideration. 

Housing. 

Before  1939,  295  houses  within  the  Urban  District  were  owned  by  the 
Council. 

By  31st  March,  1953,  256  houses  and  flats  had  been  added  by  building; 
30  temporary  pre-fabricated  bungalows  had  been  erected  ; and  21  additional 
units  acquired  or  converted  from  existing  Council  property,  a total  of  307, 
family  units  of  accommodation. 

As  a preliminary  to  a new  policy  of  slum  clearance  24  premises  were 
acquired  for  ultimate  demolition  and  re-development  of  the  sites. 

On  the  31st  March  therefore  the  Council  owned  626  domestic  hereditaments 
from  the  total  of  3264  shown  in  the  rate  book.  This  represents  the  proportion 
in  Council  ownership  as  19.18%,  or  nearly  one  fifth. 

Under  Council  control  there  are  also  20  requisitioned  houses,  6 having 
been  handed  back  to  owners  during  the  year. 

Since  1949  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  has  remained 
above  the  350  mark,  there  being  an  average  annual  addition  of  108  names 
Families  housed  and  withdrawals  maintain  the  list  at  its  present  level. 

Examination  of  circumstances  of  applicants  has  indicated  that  about  25( 
are  in  actual  need,  in  varying  degree  of  urgency,  and  until  this  “hard  core”  has 
been  eliminated  there  is  little  likelihood  that  the  list  will  be  reduced  to  a leve, 
sufficient  only  to  maintain  the  full  occupation  of  Council  houses. 

Few  will  be  in  a position  to  afford  the  purchase  of  a new  house  or  unde; 
present  conditions  to  pay  the  rent  of  any  provided  by  private  building  ; onl) 
the  Council  can  meet  this  need. 

The  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  suitable  to  famih 
requirements  is  the  greatest  single  contribution  a Local  Authority  can  mak< 
towards  the  health  and  well-being  of  its  constituents.  Ill-health  and  humai 
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deSeT^lSc“1idT  “ 0t  faTieS  101 
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Living  under  such  conditions  few  are  able  to  give  their  best  at  • a 
S,  XtatafcSiSlXs  breakdT  S5S  treat- 

JOHN  PETRIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(For  comparison  the  figures  for  1951  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Area 

6,597 

acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Population  . . . 

11,310 

(11,170) 

Density  of  Population  per  acre 

1.71 

(1.69) 

Rateable  Value 

£106,823 

(£103,113) 

Sum  Represented  by  Id.  Rate 

£423 

(£410) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

11.23 

(12.88) 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

11.68 

(13.41) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

11.67 

(13.34) 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

9.45 

(10.80) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

23.62 

(27.78) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

63 

59 

122 

Illegitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Total  Live  Births 

65 

62 

127 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

11.23 

Comparability  Factor 

1.04 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  ... 

11.68 

Still  Births 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total  Still  Births 

3 

4 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  total  Births 

0.62 

Deaths 

Male  Female 

T otall 

65 

67 

132 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

11.67 

Comparability  Factor 

0.81 

Standardised  Death  Rate  ... 

9.45 

Infantile  Mortality 

Male  Female 

Tota 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

3 

— 

‘ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age... 

3 

— 

• 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  23.62 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1937-1952 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  EAST  GRINSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

Tuberculosis,  Other... 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

Influenza 
Pneumonia  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . . 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 
Congenital  Malformations  ... 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 
Motor  V ehicle  Accidents  ... 

All  Other  Accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War... 

All  Causes  


Male  Female 
2 — 

1 — 


3 3 

2 1 

— 2 

9 6 

3 — 

— 1 

9 12 

5 5 

— 1 

13  12 

4 5 

— 1 

3 3 

1 1 


1 

2 


6 6 

5 

1 


65  67 


MORTALITY  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


AGE  GROUPS 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Under  1 year 

1—4 

... 

... 

3 

— 

3 

5—14 

15—24 

1 

1 

25—34 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

2 

2 

4 

45 — 54 

i 

2 

3 

55—64 

10 

10 

20 

65 — 74 

20 

13 

33 

75  and  over  ... 

... 

29 

39 

68 

TOTALS  

65 

67 

132 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1952 


England 

and 

Wales 

160 

County 

Boroughs 

and 

Great 

Towns 

(includ- 

ing 

London) 

160  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000— 
50,000 
1951  Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

East 

Grinstead 

U.D. 

Births 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Live  Births  ... 

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

12.23 

Still  Births  ... 

0.35 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

0.62 

22.6(a) 

24.6(a) 

23.0(a) 

19.2(a) 

52.20 

Deaths 

All  Causes  ... 

11.3 

12.1 

1 1.2 

1.26 

11.67 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

0.18 

Influenza 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

0.09 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

0.53 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Tvphoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.52 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

2.83 

Whooping  Cough 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

2.74 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

— 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

0.09 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

0.97 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

0.09 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) — 

Paralytic 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.44 

Non-Paralvtic  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.16 

0.1 1 

0.18 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

17.87(a) 

23.94(a) 

10.22(a) 

30.77(a) 

— 

Deaths 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Bi 

rths 

All  Causes  under  1 year  of  age 

27.6(b) 

31.2 

25.8 

23.8 

23.6 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age 

1.1 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

England  and  Wales 

East  Grinstead 

Sepsis  of  Childbirth  and  the  Puerperium 

0.09 

Nil 

Abortion  with  Toxaemia  ... 

0.02 

Nil 

Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerperium 

0.21 

Nil 

Haemorrhage  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

0.09 

Nil 

Abortion  without  mention  of  Sepsis 

or  Toxaemia 

0.04 

Nil 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0.07 

Nil 

Other  Complications  of  the  Puerperium 

0.20 

Nil 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  Related  Live  Births. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 

year  1952 


DISEASE 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

32 

4 



Measles 

11 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

1 

- — 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

6 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

5 

4 

— 

Erysipelas  ...  ... 

1 

1 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


DISEASE 

Age  Groups 

0 

i 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

i 

7 

17 

3 

1 

3 

32 

Measles 

— 

i 

1 

5 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

6 

10 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— r- 

31 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

■ — 

1 

1 

3 

— 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

— 

1 

! Totals 

2 

9 

19 

35 

7 

4 

3 

2 

— 

81 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1952 


AGE  GROUPS 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1—5 

6—15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—25  



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26—35  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36—45  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46—55  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

56—65  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  

2 

1 

“ 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Summary  of  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  Years  1937 — 1952 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

i Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1937 

3 

4 

1 

4 

12 

2 

1 

i 

2 

6 

1938 

4 

— 

1 

1 

6 

2 

•3 

i 

1 

7 

1939 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

— 

i 

— 

1 

1940 

7 

6 

1 

— 

14 

2 

2 

1 

5 

. 1941 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

i 

2 

• — 

— 

3 

1942 

3 

3 

— 

2 

8 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1943 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1944 

5 

3 

1 

2 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1945 

3 

3 

2 

i 

9 

1 

1 

i 

— 

3 

1946 

3 

2 

3 

i 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1947 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1949 

4 

2 

— 

— 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1950 

6 

5 

— 

— 

11 

5 

— 

i 

— 

6 

1951 

12 

5 

— 

— 

17 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

1952 

6 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

IMMUNISATION 

Summary  of  Immunisation  in  East  Grinstead  Urban  District 
at  31st  December,  1952 

All  Children,  including  those  Attending  School  from  other  Districts 


On  Register  No. 

Immunised 

Under  1 year  ... 

138 

23 

16.66% 

1 — 4 years 

653 

633 

96.94% 

5 — 15  years 

1976 

1950 

98.69% 

0 — 15  years 

2767 

2606 

94.18% 

East  Grinstead 

Children  Only 

Under  1 year  ... 

138 

23 

16.66% 

1 — 4 years 

653 

633 

96.94% 

5 — 15  years 

1652 

1627 

98.49% 

0 — 15  years 

2443 

2283 

93.45% 

li 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Clean  Food  Byelaws 

These  byelaws  are  generally  well  observed  ; but  continual  supervision  is 
needed  to  secure  their  effective  application  by  those  who  do  not  appreciate 
the  principles  upon  which  the  requirements  are  based,  or  are  more  interested 
in  sales  than  in  the  health  of  the  people  on  whom  their  livelihood  depends. 

It  is  hard  to  understand  shopkeepers  who,  having  bought  enclosed  display 
cabinets,  choose  to  use  them  for  wrapped  goods,  while  uncovered  and  easily 
contaminated  food  such  as  confectionery  and  cooked  meats  are  left  unpro- 
tected. Cooked  meats  treated  in  this  way  are  especially  liable  to  dangerous 
contamination. 

This  same  lack  of  understanding  occurs  in  all  food  trades,  packeted  foods 
being  stored  on  shelves  away  from  contamination  by  dirt  or  customer,  and 
unwrapped  food  displayed  on  counters  and  in  doorways.  This  practice  may 
attract  the  unthinking  customer,  but  it  leaves  hygiene  out  of  consideration. 

It  is  pleasing  to  find  that  the  use  of  newspaper  as  a wrapping  is  dimin- 
ishing ; its  total  disuse  is  firmly  desired. 

The  Public 

While  the  majority  of  the  public  applaud  the  efforts  of  this  Department 
to  secure  clean  food,  there  remains  the  uncooperative  minority  who  having 
no  regard  for  themselves  or  their  fellows,  will  not  change  established  habits. 

The  objectionable  habit  of  spitting  in  the  street,  though  much  lessened, 
still  occurs.  This  sputum  dries  and  its  dust  becomes  airborne,  maybe  to  settle 
on  food. 

Dogs  still  foul  the  pavements  and  streets  and  a like  thing  occurs  with 
their  excreta. 

Meat,  fish  and  fruit  are  still  handled  and  prodded,  despite  the  care  of  the 
food  handler. 

That  food  is  to  be  cooked  after  purchase  is  no  reason  for  its  exposure  to 
contamination  or  soiling  before  sale. 

If  clean  food  is  to  be  had  an  equal  effort  must  be  made  on  both  sides  of 
the  counter. 

We  may  eat  a peck  of  dirt  before  we  die  ; but  there  is  no  need  to  have  it 
all  at  once,  or  to  pay  for  it,  weighed  in  with  our  food. 

Street  Trading 

There  is  no  increase  in  this  method  of  sale. 

There  are  no  barrows  or  stalls  and  all  vehicles  are  covered.  Only  one 
trader  occupies  a stand,  the  remainder  being  those  who  call  regularly  on  their 
customers. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Co-operation  between  Council  departments  on  the  construction  or  alter- 
ation of  food  premises  secures  adequate  standards  of  building  and  sanitary 
accommodation. 

The  licencees  of  public  houses  where  food  is  sold  are  becoming  increasingly 
aware  that  their  houses  are  also  food  premises  and  subject  to  the  byelaws. 

It  remains  unsatisfactory  that  purchase  tax  is  borne  by  essential  aids 
to  cleanliness  such  as  water  heaters. 
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LABORATORY  SERVICES 


The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Sussex  County 
Hospital,  Brighton  ( Telephone  : Brighton  23506)  are  available  to  this  Depart- 
ment and  to  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district  for  the  investigation  of 
infectious  disease. 

The  Laboratory  is  in  a position  to  accept  work  such  as  the  bacteriological 
and  biological  examination  of  milk,  water,  ice-cream  foods  and  pathological 
specimens.  Laboratory  investigations  of  outbreaks  of  communicable  disease, 
including  the  detection  and  elimination  of  carriers  and  other  reservoirs  of 
infection,  are  also  carried  out. 

Containers  may  be  obtained  from  the  laboratory  or  from  this  Department 
and  specimens  may  be  sent  to  the  laboratory  via  the  Southdown  ’Bus  Company. 
Collections  are  made  at  the  Brighton  terminus  at  2.30  p.m.,  4.30  p.m.  and  7 
p.m.  (except  on  Sundays  ; on  Saturdays  only  one  collection  is  made  at  12.30 
p.m.) 

Specimens  for  the  Bacteriologist  may  be  left  at  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, Council  Offices,  East  Court,  before  4 p.m.,  and  will  be  placed  on  a ’bus 
in  time  to  reach  Brighton  for  the  7 p.m.  collection. 

The  laboratory  is  open  to  receive  urgent  specimens  between  10  a.m.  and 
12  noon  on  Sundays,  and  in  cases  of  extreme  urgency  during  non-working  hours 
the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  may  be 
telephoned  at  Brighton  56960. 

The  following  prophylactics  are  held  at  the  laboratory  for  issue  free  of 
charge  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Vaccine  Lymph. 

Adult  serum  for  measles  prophylaxis. 

Other  types  of  vaccines,  anti-toxins  and  serums  are  not  held  but  infor- 
mation regarding  them  may  be  obtained  from  the  Director. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  for  the  greater  part  of  East  Grinstead  is  supplied  by  the  South 
Eastern  Gas  Board.  A few  houses  on  the  northern  boundary  at  Felbridge  are 
supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

The  South  Eastern  Gas  Board  have  deep  wells  at  Hackenden,  Placelands 
and  Forest  Row,  which  together  with  the  Medway  Intake  at  Forest  Row 
comprise  the  four  sources  of  supply. 

The  raw  water  is  aerated,  subjected  to  sedimentation,  mechanical  filtration, 
automatic  superchlorination  and  finally  before  going  into  supply  to  dechlor- 
ination to  give  a free  residual  of  1 p.p.m.  of  chlorine.  A consistently  safe  and 
palatable  water  supply  is  thus  assured. 

Water  from  each  supply  is  subjected  to  laboratory  examination  monthly. 
Samples  from  each  source  are  submitted  to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  and  Hygiene  by  the  South  Eastern  Gas  Board  for  chemical  and  bacter- 
iological examination.  Four  samples  per  year,  taken  from  various  points  on 
the  main  supply  throughout  the  area,  are  submitted  by  the  East  Grinstead 
Urban  and  Uckfield  Rural  District  Councils  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  reports  on  all  samples  submitted  during  the  year  have  indicated  that 
the  quality  of  the  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  of  a high  standard  both 
chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  restrict  the  supply  at  any  time  throughout  the 

year. 

Approximately  3,193  dwelling  houses  have  a piped  water  supply.  Of 
these,  nine  houses  catering  for  22  persons,  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 
It  is  estimated  that  62  premises  are  supplied  by  piped  estate  supplies  and 
private  wells. 


HOUSING 

The  total  number  of  permanent  houses  completed  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  was  26.  Fourteen  were  in  the  Stone  Quarry  No.  3 Housing  Scheme 
twelve  on  the  Blackwell  Farm  Scheme,  two  being  Old  Peoples  Bungalows. 

The  number  of  families  housed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  was  36 
and  at  31st  December,  1952,  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting 
list  was  '359,  an  increase  of  four  on  the  previous  year’s  total. 

Seventeen  houses  were  built  by  private  builders. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  Ambulance  Service  in  East  Grinstead  is  as  follows  : 
Number  of  Ambulances  ...  Two. 


Ambulance  Station... 


Phillips  Garage, 
219  London  Road, 
East  Grinstead. 


Telephone  Number 
Area  Served 


East  Grinstead  488. 


East  Grinstead, 
Forest  Row, 
Hartfield, 

West  Hoathly. 


A day  and  night  service  is  available  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  from 
within  the  county  of  East  Sussex,  who  are  unfit  to  travel  either  by  public 
transport  or  by  car.  Calls  are  accepted  from  doctors,  midwives  and  hospitals 
in  the  area.  Cases  of  accident  or  sudden  emergency  are  the  only  calls  accepted 
direct  from  members  of  the  public. 

The  ambulances  are  operated  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  East  Sussex  County  Council. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  to  isolation  hospital  in  the  above 
ambulances.  After  conveyance  of  infectious  patients  the  ambulances  are 
disinfected  before  returning  to  normal  service. 

Patients  able  to  travel  by  car  are  conveyed,  on  calls  from  doctors,  mid- 
wives  or  hospitals,  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service.  Details  of  this  service  are 
given  below. 


HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE 


Area  Transport  Officer 


Miss  K.  V.  Byrne, 
“Domons,” 

Maypole  Road, 

East  Grinstead. 

East  Grinstead  1318. 


Telephone  Number 
Area  Served 


East  Grinstead  Urban  District, 


Uckfield  Rural  District, 
Cuckfield  Rural  District 
(Northern  half). 


Office  hours 


Mondays  to  Fridays  inclusive  : — 
10  a.m.  to  12  noon, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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SANITARY  SUPERVISION 


Housing  Inspections 


Inspections  made  under  Housing  Acts 

74 

Inspections  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

258 

Other  Inspections 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

11 

Meatshops  and  Slaughterhouses 

65 

Fishshops 

48 

Bakehouses 

12 

Other  Food  Premises  ... 

171 

Factories  (not  included  in  other  totals) 

22 

Petroleum  Stores 

63 

Infectious  Disease 

53 

Water  Supplies  .. . 

14 

Ice  Cream  Regulation's 

22 

Smoke  Observations 

4 

Public  Health  ... 

183 

House  Letting  Sub-Committee 

263 

Mass  Radiography 

30 

Public  Houses  (Food  and  Drugs  Act) 

11 

Inspections  under  Pest  Destruction  Acts 

1700 

Civil  Defence 

60 

Other  Miscellaneous  Inspections 

30 

Complaints  received 

43 

SUMMARY  OF  MAIN  DEFECTS  ABATED  IN  TERMS  OF 

PREMISES 


Drains  provided,  amended  or  repaired 
Water  Closets  repaired,  lighted  and  ventilated 
Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Eaves,  Gutters  and  Downspouts  renewed  or  repaired 

Dampness  via  Walls  abated 

House  Floors  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Fireplaces  repaired 

Water  Supplies  amended  and  provided 

Y ards  and  Passages  repaired 

Dustbins  provided 

Disinfestations 

Accumulations  removed 

Cesspools  emptied 

Streams  cleared 

Handwashing  Facilities  provided 
Premises  cleansed 
Sinks  provided 
Baths  provided 


19 

9 

1 

14 


11 

5] 

2 

3 

7 

1 

51 


( 

1 
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ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  11  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT, 

1936 


One  two-storied  house  comprising  four  rooms,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost,  was  the  subject  of  a statutory 
notice  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  owners  gave  an  under- 
taking that  the  premises  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until 
rendered  fit. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  year  340  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  below  are 
details  of  the  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

Meat  4|  lbs. 

Fish — Wet  12  stones 


Tinned  Foodstuffs — 


Meat 

25  tins 

Milk 

...  7 

tins 

Ham  ... 

85  tins 

Pudding 

...  3 

tins 

Fruit 

195  tins 

Rice 

...  1 

tin 

Fish  ... 

62  tins 

Paste 

...  4 

tins 

Jam 

11  tins 

Salad  Cream 

2 

tins 

Vegetables  . . . 

49  tins 

Soups 

...  8 

tins 

Other  Foodstuffs— 

Bottled  Fruit 
Cheese  Spread 

...  71  lbs. 

...  11  lbs. 

Flour 

...  5 

cwt 

MILK 

The  following  Dealer’s  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  special  designations 
vere  in  force  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 

Special  Designation  No.  of  Licences 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No  order  has  yet  been  made  under  the  Food  & Drugs  (etc.)  Act,  1950, 
eclaring  East  Grinstead  to  be  a “Specified  Area”,  in  which  only  designated 
lilk  shall  be  sold  ; but  the  five  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district  sell  desig- 
ated  milk  only. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  83  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
In  no  case  was  statutory  action  found  necessary. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
i are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authority  ... 

32 

30 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Sec. 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

45 

53 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

77 

83 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


PARTICULARS 

No. 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  where 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  Defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| 

(c)  Not  separate  for  Sexes 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  out- 

workers) 

TOTAL  

7 

8 

— 

1 

— 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employ  one  full-time  Rodent  Officer  on  Pest  Destruction. 

During  the  year  98  complaints  were  received.  1,700  visits  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  were  made  and  122  infestations 
treated. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  Durkins  Road,  Eden  Vale 
and  Blackwell  Pond  tips,  housing  estates  and  other  Council  properties. 

Infestation  of  24  premises  was  found  as  a result  of  systematic  surveys 
which  are  made  throughout  the  district. 

A 10%  test  of  sewers  was  completed  in  March  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A nominal  charge  for  rodent  destruction  is  made  to  householders.  Bus- 
iness premises  are  charged  with  the  actual  cost  of  treatment  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  between  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  No  charge  is  made  for  subsequent  inspection  to  ensure  that  premises 
remain  free  from  rats. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department. 

House  refuse  is  collected  weekly.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  request 
f the  trader  concerned  and  charges  at  cost  plus  15%  are  made. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Blackwell  Pond.  Before  being  covered 
ewly-tipped  refuse  is  treated  with  gammexane  insecticide  to  prevent  breeding 
E flies. 

Monthly  inspection  of  the  tip  has  been  made  by  the  Public  Health  Depart - 
ient  to  ascertain  possible  nuisance  caused  by  rodents  and  flies. 
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EAST  SUSSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL  WELFARE  CENTRES 


The  following  table  shows  the  clinics  held  at  the  East  Sussex  County 
Council’s  Welfare  Centre,  Moat  View,  Moat  Road,  East  Grinstead. 

CLINICS  DAYS  AND  TIMES 

School  Minor  Ailments  ...  Mondays  to  Fridays — 9 to  10  a.m. 

Doctors’  Sessions  ...  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Thursdays — 10  a.m. 


Dental 

Expectant  Mothers  and 
Children  under  5 Years  By  appointment. 

School  Children  ...  By  appointment. 

Child  Guidance  ...  ...  Every  other  Friday — By  appointment. 


Orthopaedic 

Doctors’  Sessions 

Chest  Clinic... 


Monday  afternoon — By  appointment. 
Thursday  morning — By  appointment. 

By  appointment. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  each  month — 2 p.m. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

and  Vaccination  ...  2nd  Thursday  each  month — 2.15  p.m. 

Schick-test  and  Reading...  4th  and  5th  Thursdays  each  month — 2.15  p.m. 


Ante  Natal 

District  Nurses... 
Cuckfield  Hospital 
Patients 

Infant  Welfare 

Doctors’  Sessions 


4th  Tuesday  each  month — 2.15  p.m. 

3rd  Wednesday  each  month — 2.15  p.m. 

Every  Monday  (except  5th  Monday  in  the; 

month) — 2 to  4 p.m. 

2nd  and  3rd  Mondays — 2 to  4 p.m. 


Speech  Therapy  ...  ...  Every  Tuesday — By  appointment. 

The  following  Clinic  is  held  at  St.  Dunstan’s  Hall,  Maypole  Road,  Ashursll 
Wood  : — 

Infant  Welfare 

Doctors’  Session  ...  4th  Tuesday  each  month — 2 to  4.30  p.m. 
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